
Daniel 6:23 NIV

 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. 
And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, 

because he had trusted in his God.

There is a story in Daniel 6 many of us have probably heard. It’s the story of 
Daniel being thrown into the lions’ den. He found himself there because he re-

fused to stop worshipping God. A plan was devised by those who hated him 
that whoever worships any other God than the king, they would be thrown into 

the lions’ den. Daniel refused to obey this new decree and prayed to God three 
times a day. When he was caught, he was thrown into the den of lions. 

Someone who was faithful to worship only God, was punished for it. How many 
of us have found ourselves in this position? We have done all of the “right” 

things yet find ourselves in the middle of a trial being unfairly accused, losing 
relationships we cared for, or being taken advantage of. Perhaps we have an 

unrealistic expectation of what it means to be a follower of Christ. When we 
give our lives to the Lord we assume we won’t face trials or pain until the day 

we die. And if we do, it won’t last long. 

This couldn’t be further from the truth.

We can count on facing difficulties throughout our lifetime and sometimes they 
don’t end the way we would like them to. This isn’t because we are being pun-
ished by God or we didn’t pray enough or serve enough. Daniel was faithful 
and thrown in with lions and he knew death was a very likely outcome, but he 
refused to dishonor God. He trusted no matter what the outcome would be be-
cause he believed that God was in control. We find out a little later in the sto-
ry that at sunrise the king ran to the den and called out to Daniel, hoping he 
survived the night. And sure enough, Daniel answered. Daniel trusted in God, 
even if this was going to be the way he left this earth. 
Our lives have to be built on a firm foundation of trust in God. We can’t trust 
what our eyes see or ears hear. We can’t trust our emotions because they are 
fickle. God is worthy of our trust. The Bible is filled with stories of how God 
proves to His people and even to an unbelieving world, He is who He says He 
is. He is a God that keeps His word. We can be slow to trust because people’s 
actions don’t always line up with what they say. People break our trust so we 
can be guilty of placing that same filter on God. When we live our lives with be-
ing skeptical of God, we will be less likely to pray bold and audacious prayers. 
We will be timid in our approach to Him. We can approach God with boldness 
because we trust He loves us and hears us. To take it one step further, even if 
our prayers aren’t answered the way we had hoped, we can still trust that God 
is on the throne and in control and whatever the outcome, it will bring glory to 
God. 

Prayer:
Father God, thank You for being trustworthy. When our eyes don’t see the ev-
idence of You working and moving, give our spirit peace because Your word 
says You are moving on our behalf. Help us to be strong and faithful to serve 
You no matter what the world has to say. Our life is available for Your glory. 
Work in and through us in a mighty and powerful way. May our life be remem-
bered like that of Daniel, faithful even if You don’t. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Additional Scriptures:
John 16:33 | Hebrews 4:16 | Proverbs 3:5-6
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