
Matthew 19:13–15 NLT

One day some parents brought their children to Jesus so he could lay his 
hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples scolded the parents for 
bothering him. But Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! 
For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like these children.” And 
he placed his hands on their heads and blessed them before he left.

One day, 9-year-old Joshua Lipshaw realized that he had never seen ice cream 
trucks operating in his hometown. Curious, he first asked his mother and then spent 
time doing research, discovering a 50-year-old law banning ice cream trucks in his 
town. Several letters and 165 signatures later, Joshua stood before the town’s board 
of trustees and watched as they unanimously voted to overturn the ban, bringing ice 
cream trucks back to the town.
We’re sometimes tempted to see children as obstacles or nuisances that we should 
set aside so that we can get on with the “real” work. In reality, children are leaders—
inexperienced and in need of guidance—with fresh vision, trusting hearts, and nim-
ble minds. That’s why Jesus often refers to His followers as children. We need to 
carry that same heart and attitude when we approach God.
The gospel writers understood this. Tucked in the middle of Matthew 19 between 
Jesus’ teachings on divorce and Jesus’ admonishment that people who have every-
thing have the most difficulty entering God’s kingdom, we find the story of little chil-
dren. Parents commonly brought their children to great teachers for blessings, and 
yet the disciples wanted to stop them from approaching Jesus. Instead, Jesus re-
buked His own disciples and took the opportunity to hold the children up as exam-
ples of how we should lead and act in God’s family.
Our confidence and competence is not based on our skill and talent, but on the glo-
rious victory of our Savior Jesus Christ, who through His death, burial and resurrec-
tion, defeated darkness and redeemed the world. His victory is now our victory. Since 
it is Christ’s victory, we can come to Him like children and bring our children to Him. 
We can lead like champions because we understand, like children, our hope and sal-
vation rests in Jesus.
 

As we pray for the next generation, we want to remember they are not just our re-
sponsibility—they are our reminder and example of how we need to approach God. 
We are surrendered, hopeful, trusting, and encouraging to one another, knowing that 
the God of the universe has our best interests in mind. 
 
Prayer:
Father God, we pray that our children would come to faith early and live lives dedi-
cated to You. Let them be healthy and wise, knowing that respecting and following 
You is the beginning of wisdom. Help us to raise them up in the way they should go 
so that they would not depart from it when they are older. Give us the insight to pre-
pare them for their future relationships and callings and direct their path so they can 
walk according to Your plans and purpose.
 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
 
Additional Scriptures: 
Proverbs 9:10 | Proverbs 22:6 | Ephesians 6:4
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